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Chairman’s Chat
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Beat the drums and sound the trumpets – this month in June 2017 our ‘Wave’ is 40 years old. The
first Wave was published by Vin Darroch in June 1977 – that is scary!
Polly, at present, is not looking her best. However it is all worthwhile, for we are seeing work alof
for the first-time in ages. As you are aware the fore-royal and t’gallant yards have been brought
down, as well as the main royal, t’gallant and upper topsail yards. Add to this both the main
topmast and t’gallant masts – not quite her elegant self. On completion of the restoration of the
main mast, it will be the foremast’s turn.
Ferdie and his gang Phil, Roger, Rupert, and Tom are the regulars, with more being enlisted when
required. They have constructed covers over these masts and yards, which will enable us to work on
them regardless of the weather.
Don, Richard John, and I have been removing most of the fittings from the masts and yards – some
with great difficulty, but only a few have sheared off. These will either have to repaired or replaced.
When we have trouble removing a fitting one of Ferdie’s gang will come to our assistance. Looking
at the standing rigging etc. that has been brought down there will be a lot of work to be done
before it can be restored
The masts and yards have many shakes in them, but Ferdie says these aren’t the problem – the
problem is when the water gets into the core-wood, it rots the sof wood in the centre, mostly
without any indication of this appearing on the surface. There are a couple of suspicious places, so
here’s hoping!
The number of volunteers are steady with about fourteen of us getting around the table on
Tuesdays. The volunteers being, Don Knowles, Roger Wilson, Richard Barber, Campbell McCullough
coming down by train from Bendigo, Peter Allen, Todd Gardiner and D’Arcy Wells. Also Simon with
Ash his Carer, who are continuing to do a great job overhauling the sheave blocks. Ash Green who
divides her time between Polly and the Old Melbourne Gaol, week about, is now working with
Wayne and Damien Bette, whenever sea time allows them alof on the mizzen ratlines,. John
Maxwell is laid up at home – we wish him all the very best, and to reassure you John, that we will
save some work for you when you are back on your feet. Also Richard sets off on his trip to the UK
and Europe soon.
Roger Wilson is doing lots of canvas repair work, and now has a keen apprentice, D’arcy Wells who
divides his time working with him, and on the masts and yards.
The Gaff is out on the wharf with most of the fittings replaced – amazing how much extra room
there is in the workshop/mess room now. Afer a paint touch-up it will finally be ready to be
hauled alof.
Work on the Memorial Plaques board has had to be put aside with a good two-thirds of them fitted.
However we have received seven new plaques, and hope to fit them soon. Roger’s idea to frame
the board with rope containing fancy knots, will look great. A very nice touch!
Shara Canzano, our new Manager, has settled in well, and is coming down to Polly every Tuesday
when we are on site, and is really getting stuck into improvements on the site.
Neil.
To commemorate this 40th year ‘Wave’ anniversary we have enclosed articles from the first
‘Wave’ and the 20th Souvenir edition.
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Maru
All Japanese merchant vessels are suffixed with the word Maru meaning ‘round’. Up to the late
1950s it was generally supposed by Japanophiles that Maru was used because it was first present in
the name of ‘kwampaku’ (Prime Minister) Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s (1537 – 98) ship ‘Nippon Maru’.
Historians thereafer noted that this could not be so, for the vessels of the Ashikaga ‘Shogun’
Yoshimochi (1367-95) also bore the title; two of his vessels, for instance, were called ‘Gessho Maru’
and Maru Maru’. It has been suggested that the use of Maru became traditional from the custom
of attaching the word – sometimes Maro – (as an endearment) to personal possessions from swords
to castles. Indeed the centre part of a Japanese ‘shiro’ (castle) was the ‘Hammaru’ (‘centre circle’).
Today the tradition is retained and helps to identify the role of Japanese vessels. Thus, ‘Nagato
Maru’ is a merchant vessel, but ‘Nagato Kan’ would be a warship; indeed, the latter was a battleship
of the fleet of Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto (1884-1943) at the Midway attack of WWII.
Source: From ‘The Nautical Magazine’, March 1993.

The Birth of the American Frigates
The American War of Independence stimulated ship development in the New World. American
shipwrights studied European warships and their own Baltimore clipper merchantmen before
starting work on their own fleet. Their choice of vessel was the frigate. They could not hope to
build enough capital ships to match the British Navy in a pitched battle. But they could and did
create a small navy of fast frigates which were unequalled, and which inflicted damage and
confusion on the British out of all proportion to their size and number. The most famous
‘Constitution’, was 62.18m (204f) long overall, 13.26m (43.5f) in the beam, and displaced 2200
tonnes. With 30 cannon on the gun-deck, 22 carronades (short range wide bore guns aptly named
‘Smashers’) on forecastle and quarterdeck, and a startling top speed of 13.5 knots, she fulfilled her
designer’s promise that her commander should have it in his power to engage any ship or not as he
thought proper. ‘Constitution’’s most notable victory was over the British frigate ‘Guerriere’.
Affectionately known as ‘Old Ironsides’ she has been restored and is berthed in the Boston Navy
Yard.
Source: Johnathon Rutland, All Colour World of Ships, Octopus Books Limited, London
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The Main Mast looking a bit bare!

The main topmast and yards.
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Fore t’gallant yard. The break can now be clearly seen in the yard.

Close up of the rot in the fore t’gallant yard
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Main T’gallant mast (this will give you an idea how big it is).

Main T’gallant mast from the dock.
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Don and Richard removing yard fittings – sorry Richard I didn’t mean to behead you.

Ash (on left) and Wayne (on right) working on Mizzen ratlines
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Mast and Yard Shelters
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